
Common Core Standards                               
English Language Arts Expectations for the 4th grade  

 

Word Attack 

Reading Standards - Foundation Skills: 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

 Recognize Prefix, Suffix, and Root words and learn their meanings to read and understand 

unfamiliar words  

 Recognize Syllabication patterns (CVC, CCVC, etc) 

 Chunk multi-syllable words in order to read words 

 Read irregularly spelled words 

*** All of these skills will be learned both in and out of context 

Fluency 

 Read on-level text with purpose and understanding 

 Read on level prose and poetry with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression 

 Use context to confirm or self correct, rereading as necessary 

 

Guided Reading - Literature 

Reading Standards for Literature:   

Key Ideas & Details  

 Use details and examples from the text to infer 

 Find proof for ideas in text 

 Determine theme from details in the text 

 Summarize 

 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event using thought, words, and actions 

  Use context clues to understand words and phrases 

Craft & Structure 

 Study the features of poetry, prose and drama (plays) and know the difference 

 Know the elements of 1st person and 3rd person narration  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

 Make connections between text and pictures/visual/oral presentation 



 Explore different versions of similar themes and topics in stories, myths, traditional literature 

from different cultures 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  

 Read with a Lexile score of 770 - 980 

 

Guided Reading – Informational Text 

Reading Standards for Informational Text: 

Key Ideas & Details  

 Use details and examples from the text to infer 

 Find proof for ideas in text 

 Determine main idea and explain how it is supported by the key details  

 Summarize 

 Explain events, procedure, ideas, concepts in historic, scientific or technical text (including what 

happened and why) using info from text 

Craft & Structure 

 Explore organizational structure (problem/solution, chronological order, comparison, cause and 

effect, etc.) of events, ideas, concepts or info 

 Analyze two accounts of the same effect, discuss differences and similarities (in 1st hand and 2nd 

hand accounts) 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  

 Use charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, interactive elements on the internet and 

discuss how these elements help the understanding of text 

 Examine how authors use reasons and evidence to support ideas 

 Take info from 2 sources and integrate in order to speak or write on the topic 

Range of Reading & Text Complexity  

 Read with a Lexile score of 770 – 980 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing 

Writing Standards: 

Text Types and Purposes  

 Create opinion piece with reason and information 

 Intro topic  

 State opinion 

 Group support for opinion in paragraphs 

 Link opinions and reason with transition word such as “in addition to…” 

 Conclude 

 

 Create informative/explanatory texts  

 Intro topic using paragraphs, heading, illustrations, and multimedia 

 Include facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, etc.  

 Link ideas with words and phrases (such as another, for example) 

 Use precise and domain-specific language 

 Conclude 

 

 Create narrative – real or imagined experiences 

 Orient reader by establishing a situations, introducing a narrator and/or character(s) 

 Organize events in a sequence that naturally unfolds  

 Use dialogue/description to develop experience and events or show response of    

characters to situations  

 Include transitional words, concrete words and phrases, sensory details to convey 

events precisely 

 Conclude 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

 Review writing pieces through peer editing and teacher conferencing 

 Strengthen writing with planning, editing, & revising 

 Use guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing as well as 

interact and collaborate with others 

 Demonstrate keyboarding skills in order to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting  

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of diff. aspects of a 

topic. 

 Take notes, categorize, and provide a list of sources 

Range of Writing  

 Write pieces over extended periods of time (using research, reflection, and revision) and over 

shorter periods of time (a single sitting) for a range of tasks, audiences, and purposes 



Integrate into all subject areas 

 

Language Standards:  

Conventions of Standard English 

 Command of Conventions (written and spoken) 

 Relative Pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) 

 Adverb (where, when, why) 

 Verb tense (past, present, future) 

 Can, may, and must 

 Sentence fluency  

 Prepositional phrases 

 Complete sentences (recognizing and correcting fragments and run-ons) 

 Homophones 

 Capital and punctuation 

 Capitals 

 Commas and Quotation marks n dialogue  

 Commas before a coordinating conjunctions in compound sentences 

 Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references  as needed 

Knowledge of Language 

 Language conventions 

 Word choice 

 Ending punctuation 

 Formal and informal language 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

 Vocabulary  

 Clarify meaning of multiple meaning and unknown meaning words using a range of 

strategies 

 Context clues to determine meaning 

 Prefix, suffix, and root word meanings 

 Using reference materials (print and digital dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, 

etc.) 

 Figurative Language 

 Similes & Metaphors 

 Idioms, Adages, Proverbs 

 Proverb - is a saying that makes a truth or piece of wisdom easier to remember 

“a stitch in time saves nine” or “many a true word spoken in jest”  

 Idiom - is a regularly used form of words, particular in some way - either to an 

individual or a group. It can form a style of communication. “It’s raining cats and 

dogs.” 



 Adage – a saying that has been popularly accepted over a long period of time. 

'Where there's smoke, there's fire.' 

 Demonstrate the meaning of words by relating them to antonyms and synonyms 

 Specific verbs 

 

 

Speaking & Listening Standards: 

Comprehension & Collaboration 

 Engage in discussions  

 Come prepared and ready to discuss 

 Have assigned roles 

 Pose and respond to questions to clarify or follow up on info 

 Link idea to those of others 

 Review and se ideas expressed 

 Paraphrase ideas read or presented through diverse media and formats 

 Identify another speaker’s reason of r a view on something 

 

Presentation of Knowledge & Ideas 

 Report on a topic or experience using relevant and appropriate details 

 Add audio or visual parts to presentations 

 Differentiate between formal and informal language and where it’s appropriate 

 

 


